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Texas A&M AgriLife. The Texas A&M University 

System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the 
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FALL ARMYWORMS  

Cooler temperatures and recent rain events have forage and crop produc‐

ers scrambling to fight armyworms. Armyworms are green, with brown or 

black coloraƟons and can be idenƟfied by the white Inverted Y on their 

head. They can grow up to 1 inch in length when mature.  The pest got its 

name because they appear to march across hay fields, consuming the 

grass in their path.  
 

Armyworms moths can lay up to 2,000 eggs  that hatch in two to three 

days, according to a 2019 report by Allen Knutson, Ph.D., AgriLife Exten‐

sion entomologist ,reƟred.  
 

Corriher– Olson states that drier, hoƩer condiƟons slow their life cycles. 

Moths lay fewer eggs and caterpillar growth is slowed. But rainfall and 

cooler temperatures can trigger major infestaƟons when local populaƟons, 

new hatches and migraƟng moths descend on areas with quality food 

sources.  “ They are there the whole Ɵme, we just may not see them due 

to their size, numbers or both,” she said. “It just takes the right weather 

condiƟons, and you can see an explosion in a maƩer of days.”   
 

Corriher‐Olson said armyworm caterpillars are picky eaters and prefer high
‐quality, ferƟlized forage typically found on fields maintained for hay pro‐
ducƟon. They are a common pest of Bermuda grass, sorghum, corn, 
wheat, rye grass and many other crops throughout Texas. 
 

Producers should scout each morning for armyworms, she said. 

Armyworms are primarily night feeders unless condiƟons, such as cooler 

temperatures with overcast skies, allow, but they try to avoid warmer day‐

Ɵme temperatures. 
 

Armyworms are extremely destrucƟve, especially when infestaƟons esca‐

late out of control. Dalton Ludwick, AgriLife Extension entomologist, Cor‐

pus ChrisƟ, esƟmated two armyworms per square foot can consume 84 

pounds of foliage per acre based on U.S. Department of Agriculture data.  
 

“It’s important to act immediately because if armyworms are leŌ un‐

checked, they can devastate a forage crop in a maƩer of hours,” Corriher‐

Olson said. “I’ve seen enƟre hay meadows that were consumed over‐

night.”  



FALL ARMYWORMS CONT. 

Be ready, Be proacƟve  

PesƟcides are the only way to prevent armyworms from consuming 
exisƟng stands or new growth post‐harvest and available products 
are directed at controlling armyworms in  the larvae stage.  

Corriher‐Olson recommends insecƟcides labeled for armyworm con‐
trol in pastures and hayfields, including pyrethroids, which are affec‐
Ɵve in killing the caterpillars. But a combinaƟon of pyrethroid and 
growth inhibitor is recommended. 

“The pyrethroid only takes care of the ones that are in the field while 
the growth inhibitor provides a residual affect that will kill new 
hatches and any caterpillars that migrate into the field,” she said. 

Applicators should always follow all label instrucƟons on pesƟcide 
use and restricƟons, she said. 

Corriher‐Olson said she was not aware of any pesƟcide shortages, 
but suggested producers should have products on hand and be prepared for immediate acƟon when armyworms 
near threshold. 

“I thought there might be short supplies due to trucking or workforce, but I have not heard any complaints from pro‐
ducers or concerns among suppliers regarding product availability,” she said. “But you want to have products on 
hand and ready. Just follow the proper storage direcƟons and it will be fine.” 

HOW TO FIGHT AGAINST STICKERS 

Weather you call them sƟckers or sandburs, a Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service expert can help you 

win the war against these prickly liƩle pain dispensers.  Sandburs, also known as grassbut or sandspur, 

are an annual and/or perennial grass. The sharp, spiny burs are a seed pod that can latch on to passersby 

for distribuƟon to other locaƟons.  

“weed control is ulƟmately up to the end‐user, but sandburs are one of those weeds that can be a painful 

reminder that our yards may need some aƩenƟon,” said Chrissie Segars, Ph.D., AgriLife Extension 

statewide turfgrass specialist, Dallas. “If you’ve ever been stuck by them or removed them from a child or 

pet, then you likely want some advice on how to get rid of them.”  

Pre– and Post‐emergent applicaƟons for sand burs 

Segars said there are ways to fight sandburs with herbicides that kill plants aŌer they emerge or prevent 

plants from emerging from seeds. Timing is criƟcal when applying pre‐ or post‐emergent products. Sand‐

bur seed can begin early germinaƟon at a soil temperature of 52 degrees and peak at 72 degrees, she 

said. 

She recommends a split applicaƟon of preemergence products with acƟve ingredients Dithiopyr, Indazi‐
flam, Oryzalin or Pendimethalin for sandburs because of their long germinaƟon period. Apply the product 
to prevent sandburs from emerging and follow with another applicaƟon depending on label instrucƟons, 
soil type and weather. 



HOW TO FIGHT AGAINST STICKERS CONT 

Unfortunately, most postemergence herbicides available to homeowners at big box stores are not la‐

belled for sandbur, Segars said. There are three selecƟve, post‐emergence products that are labeled to 

address sandburs in turfgrass. Katana, Celsius WG and Image 70 DG are more professional‐geared prod‐

ucts but can be purchased online. The most homeowner friendly – Image Kills Nutsedge – is available 

online and in home and garden departments.  

BRANDING AND VACCINATION OF FALL BORN CALVES  

Cool nights, warm days and rain showers sure beat the weather we had this summer. At the same 

Ɵme, those temperature swings can be hard on young caƩle. It is essenƟal to start priming the im‐

mune system of fall born calves against common diseases. For September calving herds we are a 

month from the start of breeding season. If we haven't  already now is the Ɵme for administering 

boosters to the cowherd and “branding Ɵme” for fall calves. VaccinaƟon programs begun at brand‐

ing Ɵme can reduce disease and death losses. AddiƟonally, this allows the calf to return to its famil‐

iar environment, including nursing its dam aŌer the procedures have been completed. Returning 

the calf to its familiar environment minimizes some of the stress of handling, allowing the calf to 

perform more closely to its geneƟc potenƟal, hence, increase producƟon.  

Here are basic program consideraƟons to discuss with your vet: 

 Individually idenƟfy (if not already performed): brand ear tag 

 Castrate  

 Dehorn 

 Growth implants  

 VaccinaƟon for viral respiratory dis‐

eases  

 VaccinaƟon for Clostridial: 7– or 8‐

way (blackleg) 

 Parasite control program  

These recommendaƟons all have caveats and are region specific. The choice of brand or type of 

vaccinaƟon will depend upon the geographic locaƟon of the herd and the amount and type of risk 

in the populaƟon. AddiƟonal procedures may be necessary for your herd. If not already  done, sit 

down with your veterinarian to discuss the vaccines and procedures that will result in the best eco‐

nomical return to your operaƟon.  



HUNTERS CAN HELP PROTECT TEXAS DEER FROM CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE 

Here’s everything you need to know about tesƟng your fall harvest for a deadly disease. Texas Parks and Wildlife  

have suggested that Texas deer need  your help 

here is some ways and reasons we should test 

for CWD.  

Why—hundreds of capƟve or free‐ranging deer 

in more than a dozen Texas counƟes have tested 

posiƟve for CWD  over the past decade. If leŌ 

unmanaged CWD can have catastrophic, long‐

term impacts on the most beloved  game animal 

in the state.  

How—if you’re deer hunƟng in Texas this fall, 

test your harvest for CWD. It’s mandatory in 

affected zones and voluntary elsewhere. With 

your parƟcipaƟon, biologist can gather statewide data to aid in CWD management strategies and reduce the risk of 

CWD spread.  

Where—CWD containment and surveillance zones are found in various areas across the state. These zones have 

special rules, including mandatory tesƟng.  You  can find everything you need to know at the Texas Parks and Wild‐

life Department or Outdoor Annual websites. Here are quick Answers to common CWD quesƟons. 

Why Sample for CWD?  

Surveillance is an essenƟal part of managing CWD. TesƟng for CWD allows wildlife biologists and animal health offi‐

cials to get a clearer picture of the prevalence and distribuƟon of the disease across Texas. ProacƟve monitoring 

improves the state’s response Ɵme to a CWD detecƟon and can reduce the risk of the disease further spreading to 

neighboring deer populaƟons. With each discovery of a new CWD‐posiƟve area in the state, CWD zones are estab‐

lished as a strategy to manage and contain the disease.   

Which counƟes have mandatory tesƟng? 

So far, CWD has been detected in mulƟple areas across the state. To see if your hunƟng locaƟon is in a CWD zone, 

check the map at the TPWD website. If you harvest a deer in a CWD Zone, it is mandatory to bring the deer to a 

check staƟon within 48 hours of harvest to have a CWD sample collected from that deer.  There are no excepƟons 

to the regulaƟon. hƩps://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/diseases/cwd/#checkMap 

What do I need to bring to the check staƟon? 

TPWD staff will collect a Ɵssue sample from the head of the deer for tesƟng purposes. The head may be aƩached 

to the carcass or separated. If you separate the head from the carcass, it is very important to include the first two 

to three vertebrae to keep the necessary samples intact. Place the head in a plasƟc trash bag and keep it cool (but 

not frozen) unƟl you get to the staƟon. 



HUNTERS CAN HELP PROTECT TEXAS DEER FROM CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE 

Can I take my deer out of a CWD zone? 

There are restricƟons on which parts of a harvested deer may be transported outside of a CWD zone to help prevent the 

unnatural spread of CWD.  

Parts that may be transported from a zone include:  

 cut quarters with all brain and spinal cord tissue removed 

 boned-out meat 

 cut and wrapped meat 

 caped hides with skull not attached 

 skull plate with antlers attached and cleaned of soft tissue 

 finished taxidermy products 

 the skinned or unskinned head of a deer for transport to a taxidermist (A Deer Head Waiver form must accompany the 
head to the taxidermist.) 

 

Is tesƟng free? 

Yes, TPWD will provide free CWD tesƟng for all your hunter harvest samples. 

How long does it take to get results? 

About two weeks. 

How can I tell if a deer has CWD?  

Only through tesƟng. Both healthy and sick‐looking deer can be CWD posiƟve as visible symptoms do not become apparent 

unƟl the terminal end‐stage of the disease. An animal may be shedding infecƟve prions well before symptoms become ap‐

parent. The disease cannot be diagnosed by symptoms alone since other diseases or condiƟons can cause the animal to ex‐

hibit similar symptoms.  

What other precauƟons should I take?  

Properly dispose of carcass parts. Leave inedible parts at the site of harvest, or preferably, dispose of them in a landfill or 

bury them on the property of harvest in any CWD zone.  

Is CWD dangerous for humans?  

Researchers have found no evidence that CWD poses a serious risk to humans or domesƟc animals. However, as a precau‐

Ɵon, it is strongly advised to test suscepƟble species harvested in known CWD areas and to not eat meat from CWD posiƟve 

animals or any sick animal regardless of the disease. 



UPCOMING EVENTS & EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES  

Brush Country Beef 706  

Session two will take place February 4, 2023 at 9:00 am at Texana Feeders Ltd. 3493 FM  539 Flores‐

ville, Tx. Lastly session three will be held as a 1.5 day program on May 2‐3, 2023 at Texas A&M Uni‐

versity Rosenthal Meat Science Center beginning at 9 am on Day 1 and 7:30 am on Day 2 ending at 

1pm.  

To read more about each session and the Brush Country Beef 706 Program see aƩached Flyer. If you 

would like to register call the Live Oak County Extension Office at 361‐449‐1703 by Thursday Sep‐

tember 8, 2022  

 

2023 Let’s Enjoy the Outdoors and Wildlife Photography  

Our Wildlife photography contest has opened up and will run from October 1,2022 to April 15, 2023 

if you are interested in entering a photo the cost is $20 per photo for adults and $10 per photo for 

the youth.  Categories include Wildlife Portraits, Landscape/Scenic, MoƟon, Game Camera, & Mo‐

bile Phone. The contest is open to all photographers at least 8 years of age and reside in Atascosa 

County. Ages 8‐17 years must obtain verified parental or guardian consent regardless of division en‐

tered. 18 years or older are prohibited from entering the youth division.   

Entries must be submiƩed as digital files and emailed along with the entry form to atascosawildlife‐

photo@gmail.com 

 

SAVE THE DATE  
Upcoming program  that will have more informaƟon on soon  

 

CEU Program December 13,2022 giving you the opportunity to earn mulƟple CEU hours towards 

your Private Applicator License .  



UPCOMING EVENTS & EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES  

The District 12– TCAAA is hosƟng there raffle  in support of the 2024 NCAAA NaƟonal Con‐

ference if you would like to purchase Ɵckets feel free to contact our office at 830‐569‐0034 





Eventbrite RegistraƟon:  hƩps://www.eventbrite.com/e/418067329637 




